JOHN ANDREWS

THE OZEMAN AND THE WORLD RENOWNED

ACOUSTIC PAINTER

Discovery Channel Expedition 360

M.A.P.O.A.P

(Master and Pioneer of Acoustic Paintings)

John Andrews lived the early part of his life on his parent’s sheep and cattle station in Outback Australia near Broken Hill, New South Wales.  He was, initially educated on the station by correspondence and "school of the air" after which he attended Scotch College in Adelaide, South Australia.  After completing year 12 in 1973 he worked the station and also ventured into the earthmoving business.

Upon the sale of the family property in 1986, John moved to Cairns and took up a managerial position for Rib Loc Australia, supplying P.V.C. piping products to the building industry and rural Queensland.  It was during this period that John became interested in artwork (completely by accident - but that is another story).

The joy and challenge that John gained from this newfound interest was so great that it led him to sell his business and study painting full time - taking lessons from accomplished artists throughout Australia and the United States.  As John explains 'To quote a line from one song that I use in my acoustic painting show - "I took a chance and changed a way of life".

It was during a visit to New York with Floridian artist Robert Butler in 1995, after seeing Elton John and Billy Joel in concert and also touring Madison Square Garden, that John conceived the idea of Acoustic Painting.  John continues, "I found that it is one thing that to come up with an idea, and another thing entirely to learn how to do it - especially when there is no one to teach you".

Upon returning to Australia, John spent the next 18 months mastering the amazing technique this enthralling entertainment requires - that is the transformation of words and music of particular songs into a painting of timeless beauty and performed at a speed that enables the painting to be completed in the time it takes for his selection of songs to be played - typically 12 minutes.

Since John's first public performance of his acoustic painting 2 years ago, he has performed in various parts of Australia and several venues in the United States.  One of the most satisfying performances in the US for John was at the Boggy Creek Camp near Orlando, Florida.  This charity founded by Paul Newman and Sir Norman Schwarztkopf is a holiday camp for children with terminal illnesses and John says the kids’ reaction to his painting show was absolutely sensational.

Not only has John's unique approach to his artwork dramatically increased the value of his paintings, his shows have raised thousand of dollars for various charities both in Australia and the United States.John has been featured in newspapers and on television news across Australia and in the United States.  In Knoxville, Tennessee he was featured on "Live at Five" TV news before an audience of 7 million people.

The majority of his performances have been to raise funds for charity organisations.  His acoustic paintings attract a lot of bidding when they are auctioned off at the end of his shows.  The audience experiences the lyrics and rhythm of the music and at the same time being able to watch John skilfully transform transform these into a timeless piece of artwork.  John's acoustic paintings are very special because they capture John's magical spirit when he is in tune with the music and the audience.  The spectrum of colours in his paintings reflect his experience of the music for the duration of his painting show.  John usually takes about 10 to 15 minutes to complete an acoustic painting.  John is very happy to be able to entertain his audience but also feels extremely privileged to be able to donate part of the proceeds of the sale of his acoustic paintings to charities.
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John is looking for sponsors and promoters to help him spread his unique acoustic painting phenomena.  If you are a fund-raiser, you will be able to provide a unique entertainment for your guests and also provide part of the proceeds of the sale of John's acoustic paintings to your charity organisation.  If you are a sponsor, your sponsorship will be acknowledged and promoted at all these fund raising functions.  By helping John to continue with his shows you are not only benefiting from the entertainment value of his show and donation but also promoting goodwill and understanding between humanity.  John has collaborated with Australian comedian Steady Eddy and Australian internationally known didgeridoo player and musician David Hudson to stage his cross art form cross culture, multimedia performance of his acoustic painting show.   To add to another dimension to his world class performance, John has also invited dancers to be part of his show.  The image of the acoustic painting is usually projected onto multiple cinema screens so that the whole audience can be part of his live performance.   The auction of the painting itself at the conclusion of each performance provides another form of entertainment for the audience as everyone could participate and bid for the painting which was created especially for them on the night. 

John was appointed as the Australian Overland Coordinator for Expedition 360 early this year for Discovery Channel filming of the expedition which is due for release internationally in 2002.  Jason Lewis had great faith in John’s Australian Outback experience to achieve this immense mental and physical challenge for a group of international cyclists to ride bicycle through the thick, crocodile infested and wild terrain of North Queensland and the harsh Tanami Desert of the Northern Territory.   John’s experience in the building and pastoral industries had helped the expedition achieved its goal when the team reached Darwin without any serious injury or fatality.   John took a few days off from the expedition in August to return to Cairns in time for the opening of the Cairns Art Society prestigious Art Exhibition of which John is President. John flew down to Brisbane following the opening of the exhibition to perform his acoustic painting show at a charity ball of which he was the feature entertainer and he also helped raise funds for the Brisbane Royal Children’s Hospital Foundation by donating the proceeds of his acoustic paintings at the function.      

John’s previous experience in the Outback combined with his easy going attitude and his public relations skills has helped John secured sponsorship for the Cairns Art Society and also for Expedition 360.    Being a people’s person, John never stop lending a hand whenever help is needed.  That’s how Jason Lewis came to meet John when he landed in Australia after his epic journey on the Pacific Ocean in his human powered pedal boat.   Although John has had two back operations from working on the family’s station,  John does not give up on life easily.    When you think something is impossible, John always finds a way to resolve a certain problem or dilemma.   He is also very good in conflict resolution.     John also plays the piano and he is now writing a book about the journey of the expedition.    Recently,  John has been known to seal art deals worth a few million dollars.

ORDER YOUR COPY NOW!!!!!!!  For every copy sold, one dollar will be donated to Expedition 360.

CATCH UP WITH JOHN AND THE EXPEDITION TEAM ON DISCOVERY CHANNEL IN 2002

DATES TO BE ANNOUNCED
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